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MEMORANDUM
SUBJECT: Automatic in-Tank Monitors

FROM Dave O Brien, hief /sl
Techni cal Standards Branch
G fice of Underground Storage Tanks

To: Lesli e Zawacki, Acting
Regi on 8 UST Program Manager

| amproviding the followng interpretation in response to
Region 8 s question as to whether an in-tank nonitor in the test
node may be considered a precision test and, if yes, would this
test suffice for the requirenment of performng a precision test at
new tank installation?

Qur regul ations, at 280.20(d), require that “all tanks and
pi ping nust be properly installed in accordance with a code of
practice devel oped by a nationally recogni zed association...” The
regulations go on to list APl Publication 1615 as an acceptabl e
code of practice. APl Recommended Practice 1615 (section 10.6
Final Testing), states “Conduct precision test (see 1.3.23) of al
tanks and piping after all paving over the tanks and pi pi ng has
been conpl eted and before the systemis placed in operation.”
Section 1.3.23 defines a precision test as “a test of the |iquid-
product - handl i ng portion of an underground storage tank system or
a portion of the systemthat neets the criteria of NFPA 329.” NFPA
329 states that the test shoul d be capabl e of detecting a | oss of
.05 gal | ons/ hour.

The regul ations also require that t tightness test, which is
anal ogous to the precision test in NFPA 329, incorporate al
portions of the UST systemthat routinely contain product. Thus
the automatic in-tank nonitor nust test all portions of the UST
systemthat are not protected by the overfill protection device,
i.e., the UST nust be filled with liquid to the level inmrediately
bel ow which the overfill device would be triggered.



